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AGRICULTURE APPROPRIATIONS/4th Agriculture Aid Proposal (Dorgan)

SUBJECT: Agriculture, Rural Development, and Related Agencies Appropriations Bill for fiscal year 2000 . . . S.
1233. Cochran motion to table the Dorgan amendment No. 1515 to the Lott (for Daschle) amendment No.
1499, as amended.
ACTION: MOTION TO TABLE AGREED TO, 55-44
SYNOPSIS:  Asreported, S. 1233, the Agriculture, Rural Development, and Related Agencies Appropriations Bill for fisc

year 2000, will provide $60.710 billion in new budget authority (of wiitB.98 filion will be discretionary
budget authority, which is the amount provided in fiscal year 1999) fml figar 2000. Loan authorizations will total $9.650
billion.

The Lott (for Daschle) amendment, as amended by voice vote by the Cochran modified amendment, would provide $7.6 b
in emergency agricultural assistance. The amendment would enact the provisions of an earlier Cochran amendment whic
withdrawn after a motion to table failed (see vote No. 249), with the addition of $400 million to assist agricultural pioducers
purchasing more insurance coverage for the 2000 crop year.

The Dorgan amendmentwould enact a modified version of the Daschle amendment which was earlier rejected by the Sen
(see vote No. 250). It would make adjustments in several of the aid proposals in the Daschle amendment in order totkdwer th
amount of aid given (as estimated by the amendment's sponsor) to $9.837 billion. That amount is approximately $1 biiion less
was proposed in the Daschle amendment.

Debate was limited by unanimous consent. After debate, Senator Cochran moved to table the Dorgan amendment. Gen
those favoring the motion to table opposed the amendment; those opposing the motion to table favored the amendment.

Those favoringthe motion to table contended:
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This amendment, for all intents and purposes, is the same as the Daschle amendment, except thabwidesldhtly less
aid. Senators should reject this amendment for all of the reasons they rejected the earlier Daschle amendment.

Those opposinghe motion to table contended:

Senators Dorgan, Harkin, Conrad, Daschle, Johnson, and others joined together to try to come up with a fair compromise
between the Cochran amendment, which the Senate failed to table, and the Daschle amendment, which was tabled. The result of
that effort is this amendment, which we believe is eminently reasonable. This amendment would provide funding in the same manne
and through the same programs as the earlier Daschle amendment. However, it would provide about $1 billion less. Unlike the
Cochran amendment, which would provide funds through the untargeted mechanism of Agriculture Market Transition Act (AMTA)
payments, this amendment would give the bulk of its assistance through loan deficiency payments and through disaster assistance
programs. We urge Senators to vote for this fair compromise.



